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at Port Arthur, with shells bursting all around him,
he was the coolest man on the deck of his flagship.

Admiral Togo is a native of Kumamoto, an interior|
town of some 30,00 inhabitants, about 100 miles south
of Nagasaki. Thirty-seven years ago, when Togo was
a lad of 17, the feudal lord of the town declared
allegiance to the mikado, and Togo offered his serv-
iees to the emperor.  As soon ns the mikado deter-
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a quarter, and asked that they be transmitted as
The department
sought to have periodicals more strictly defined by
eongress, but without suecess, and finally determined
not to let itself be controlled by bad customs which
it had been led into, but to administer the law accord-
to its pristine meaning. Accordingly, it refused
to transmit at second class rates matter which was
- mot periodical in the ordinary sense, and not to ac-
eept as periodicals publications which were obviously
put in that guise merely to secure cheap transporta-
tion. Now the supreme court has sustained that posi-

periodicals at the newspaper rate.

ing

tion,

The seeond class mail 18 one of the heaviest ex-
penses of the department. Tt does not nearly pay for
itself. The cost is in the publie interest, making pos-

sible as it does the wide dissemination of intelligence.
Any abuse of the privileges of second class rates,

however, prevents the introduction of other postal|

conveniences. Therefore, the present decision re-
stricting them to legitimate periodieals gives promises

of wore extended rural delivery, of one cent letter

postage at an earlier date, and possibly of a pareels
post system. I the publishers who tind themselves
deprived of the second eluss rate for their books
would devote themselves 1o devising and pushing a
reasonable schewe for a parcels post they might do
themselves and the country some pood. Express
rates for many parcels are unreasonably high, par-
ticularly for short distances, Another oppressive re-
striction on commerce is the regulation by which
small packages, even newspaper bundles, which eome
by mail from abroad are here turned over to express
eompanies for domestic delivery at a cost to the
recipient often many times what a pareel is worth.
By confining the postal service to legitimate business
for each class of matter, the department’s revenues
ean be conserved and improvements made of vast
general benefit, in line wit hthe most advanced prac-
tice of Europe.
e
JAPAN'S NAVAL COMMANDER.

Admiralo Togo is the naval hero of the new cen-
tury, says the Ledger. He is being ealled the *‘Nel-
son of Japan.”' It is nearly one hundred years since
Admiral Horatio Nelson won his memorable vietory

at Trafalgar over the combined fleets of France and
Spain. There were 33 ships under Nelson’s com-
mand in the engagement against 40 of the allies,
whese guns were decidedly heavier. Nelson was
mortally wounded in the battle, but lived to see half
of the enemy’s fleet destroyed and the day won. His
signal, “‘England expects every man to do his duty,"’
was magnificently obeyed. The battle of Trafalgar
and Nelson’s death oceurred Oectober 21, 1805,

As captain of the proteeted eruiser Naniwa, Viee
Admiral Togo fired the first shot at the battle of the
Yalu, daring the war with Chipa in 1894 He is a
man of initiative and of indomitable perseverance.
He was selected to take command of the Japanese
fleet in the present war, because those qualities were
well known and he enjoyed the confidence and held
the admiration of the elder statesmen of Japan. He
was promoted to the rank of vice admiral for valor
at the battle of the Yalu. It has been reported that

its appearance was tardy and its preparation apar.
ently an afterthought—a cireumstance that invests
the case with an unusual character,
Another peculiarity attaching to it is the attitude
of the defendant himself. While a sub-committee
had him under personal ¢xamination in Florida, he
was obviously wholly indifferent to the proceedings.
He did make a general denial, but appeared to take
no speeial pains to aequit himself of the charges or
to prevent an adverse report through the interposi.
tion of friendly influence—and he is not withowt
these. This provokes a suspicion that he rather
courted formal impeachment—that he preferred to
stand trial before the senate to aecepting vindication
by what might be ealled a ** whitewash ™ in the house;
in other words, could get his defense before Lhe coun-
try in stronger form through impeachment proceed-
ings, would be protected rigidly in all his rights as
before a judge and a jury and eould “get at™ his
{enemies with greater force and effect. He will now

| have eight months in which to prepare his defense.

Has Judge Swayne got something up his sleeve
with which to confound the Floridians whom he re-
gards as his personal perseentors? Has he assumed
indifference, where his character, his professional
honor and his integrity as a jurist are at stake, only
to make his final vindieation the more sweeping and
triumphant and the rout of his enemies the more
complete !

As an ordinary “proposition’’ Judze Swayne is a
goud deal of an ieeberg, but nobody ever accused him
of lacking vindietiveness.

.

One voting machine bill has been killed at Albany,
but the worst one remains—the O'Neill bill, which
is mandatory. The defunct bill was known as the
Davis bill, and was permissive merely. The other
will eome up in the assembly for consideration tomor-
row, but, fortunately, there is little chance of its
getting through the senate, even though it passes the
lower house, as it would require an emergeney mes-

sage from the governor to secure its passage before
the legislature adjourns, and Mr. Odell is hardly like-
Iy to make an emergency of such a matter, There
would, indeed, be no exeuse for such a course. While
it may come to pass that voting machines will be
used at our publie eleetions, the proper time for that
consummation has evidently not yet arrived. The
best of the machines is still imperfect, and there is
in its construction no guarantee against fraud. On
the eontrary there is too great an opportunity for
it, sinee it is recorded that one voter, down in Con-
necticut, either by design or through ignorance,
““punched up’’ 100 votes, and a republican election
commissioner is quoted as saying there is nothing,
that he can see, to prevent a ma nfrom voting 9999

a lion's den, In which the anlmals

were Industrinlly worrylng Christian
men and malds, . As  the children
watched the plcture the visitor told
A story appropriate to the lllustration,
None showed more eager Interest than
did lttle Allee, She lstened atten-
tively, Her alert glance moved from
speaker to picture as her ears drank
In the tale of the cruelty of Nero,

The child's Interest attracted the
visitor and soon he found himself nd-
dressing little Allce to the exclusion of
all others, Bhe, at least, understood
and appreclated the story.

There was a pause in the tale. Up
went Jittle Allee’'s hand:

“Plense, teacher. ™

“What Is it, Allce?™

“Please, teacher,  there's one poor
Hon hasn't goet any martyr,"—8, F.

Cull.

Zebra Tandems.
A few devotees of the whimslonl and
the eceeontric are talking of breaking
and truining zebras for family pleas,

ure driving In  Hyde park, London,

Friends of the zebras say they can

easily be made doclle and teactnble

In drawing smart wagons und will af.
ford a refreshing novelty of contrasts
among the horses and automobiles.
Quuggan are nlso well thought of. It'a
a greal pHy that giraffes are now so
rare and hard to get,
n sapectacle o four-in-hand team of
spotted skyscrapers, Imported from
Africa, would afffford in Rotten row!
Two enormous ostriches, wearing su-

How agrecable

perh plumes of thelr own, would also
doubtless gratify the spectators If
hitehied to a blg park phaeton,

A THOUGHTFUL MAN.
M. M. Austin, of Winchester, Ind,
knew what to do in the hour of need.
His wife had such an unusunl case of
stomach ard liver trouble, physiclans
could not help her. He thought of and
tried Dr. King's New Life Pilla and
she gol rellef at once and wasa finally
cured, Only 26c at Charles Rogers'
drug store,
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times. This is a possibility not to be eontemplated
with equanimity. The fact that both great pelitical
parties are opposed to the use of the machine as at
present developed is significant, The race today does
a great deal of its work by machinery, but there is
evidently a limit.
*

It is easy to get a submarine boat down into the

Davy Jones country, but it generally takes several

y

derricks to get her back into the sunlight.

ANDREW ASP,

Haviog iostalled a Rubber Tiring Maohine of the
lntest pattern I am prepared to doull kinds of work
in that live at reasonable prices. Telophone 201,

CORNER TWELFTH AND DUANE STREETS.

BLACKSMITH.

PORTLAND.

HOTEL POR

The Finest Hotel in the Northwest

[$0608844048408000000080000b0tutotatitont

| FRESH AND CURED MEATS

Whaolesale and Retail
Ships, Logging Camps and Mills supplied on short notice.
LIVE STOCK BOUGHT AND SOLD
WASHINGTON MARKET - CHRISTENSON @ CO.
19002845 04000008080800843000080404

OREGON.
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Ranges, Stoves, Tron Beds and

\.

Something New

Furniture of all kinds. Also a

good assortment of Second Hand Goods at Lowest Prices:

L. H. HENNINGSEN 2 CO..

504 BOND STREET, ASTORIA, OREGON,

PHONE, RED 2305

Scow Bay lron

Tron, Steel, Brass

Phone 2451.

& Brass Works

Manufacturers of

and Bronze Castings,

General Foundrymen and Patternmakers,
Absolutely firstelass work,

Prices lowest.

.Corner Eighteenth and Franklin,

The World's Fair Route,
Those anticipating an eastern (rip,

or & visit to the Louisiana Purchase
exposition st Bt Louls, cannol afford
to overlook the advantages offered by
the Missurl Pacific Rallway, which, on
account of Its varlous routes and gate-
ways, has been appropriately named
“The World's Falr Routs,”

Passengers from the northwest take
the Missourl Pacific trains from Den-
ver or Pueblo, with the cholee of either
going direct through Kansas City, or
via Wichita, Fort Beott and Pleasant
Hill.

Two (rains dally from Denver and
Pueblo to Bt. Louls without change,
earrying all classes of modern equip-
ment, Including electric lighted obser-
vation parlor cafe dinlng cars. Ten
dally trains between Kansas City and
St. Louls,

‘Write or call on W. C, MeBride, gen-
eral agent, 124 Third satreet, Portland,
tor detalled information and lllustrat-

od lterature.,

ASTORIA AND COLUMBIA
RIVER RAILROAD
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